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HEDGING FEEDER CATTLE IN THE TEXAS PANHANDLE
James Davis and Emmett Elam'

ABSTRACT
Feeder cattle producers have traditionally hedged their cattle on a

one- to-one basis, that is one pound offutures is used to hedge one pound
of expected production. This paper deals with the situation where the
producer needs to hedge off-weight steers and heifers. Because the
feeder cattle futures prices reflect the prices of 600-800 pound feeder
steers, the prices of the feeder cattle futures contract do not change in
the same dollar amounts as do the prices of the off-weight steers and
heifers. In this situation, a cross hedge should be used. In order to
reduce hedging risk when cross hedging, a hedge ratio must be estimated.
Tables showing hedge ratios and hedging risk for various weights of
Texas Panhandle steers and heifers are presented in the paper.
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INTRODUCTION
The feeder cattle industry in the Texas Panhandle is affected by many

diverse factors including weather, feed prices, government policies, and
world market conditions. These dynamic conditions often lead to wide
fluctuations in the market price for cattle, especially in the case of feeder
cattle. Because feeder cattle prices are so sensitive to these factors, there is
a considerable amount of price risk involved in theproduction and marketing
of feeder cattle.
However, cattle producers have a valuable tool which can allow them to

shift price risk to speculators. The feeder cattle futures contract, traded on
the Chicago Mercantile Exchange (CME) since 1971, can be used to hedge
(lock in an approximate price) the purchase or sale of feeder cattle.
Traditionally, feeder cattle have been hedged all a one-to-one basis (i.e.

one pound of futures for one pound of expected production). This type of
hedging is best suited for feeder steers in the 600-800 pound weight range,
which is the weight range specified in the feeder cattle futures contract. But,
cattle producers often need to hedge off-weight steers and heifers (that is,
any feeder animal other than a 600-800 pound steer). This is difficult
because the cash prices of these off-weight cattle move differently from
futures prices. Although the feeder cattle contract can no longer be settled
by delivery, the cash settlement price is based on the priceof600·800 pound
steers. The difference in the movement of the cash price for off-weight
steers and heifers relative to the futures price brings about the need to
estimate hedge ratios as a means of equating changes in the value of the cash
and futures positions. Ifthe feeder cattle to be hedged are not 600-800 pound
steers, regression analysis can be used to estimate the relationship between
the price of the cattle of a particular weight range and sex and the futures
price. The estimated slope coefficient from the regression is commonly
called the hedge ratio, and represents the pounds offutures required to hedge
one pound of cash feeder cattle.
Although hedging is commonly believed to be a means of reducing price

risk (or uncertainty), hedging does not literally lock in an exact price. In
actual practice, there is a certain amount of risk involved in hedging. This
risk comes from the fact that the net price received from a hedge (cash price
received from the cattle plus return from the futures market) is seldom
exactly the same as the target price (the price anticipated at the time the
hedge was placed). A statistical measure of hedging risk is the standard
deviation of the net price about the target price. The standard deviation is
in dollars per hundredweight which provides a common sense interpretation
of the risk measure.
The second section of the paper briefly reviews articles which deal with

hedge ratios and hedging risk for agricultural commodities. An example is
given in the third section of a traditional hedge (on apound-for-pound basis)
for 600-800 pound steers. This example is useful in introducing the reader
to hedging, and illustrates how 600-800 pound steers are typically hedged.
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Estimates of basis risk for 600-800 pound steers are reported in the fourth
section. The fifth sectio~ provides a detailed discussion of hedge ratios and
examples of their use. Estimates of hedge ratios are presented for steers and
heifers using cash prices from the Amarillo Livestock Auction. A discus-
sion of hedging risk and actual estimates of hedging risk for Texas
Panhandle feeder cattle is included. Conclusions are given in theJast section
of the paper.

PREVIOUS HEDGING STUDIES
The feeder cattle futures contract was first traded as a deliverv futures

contract. The most noticeable problem with a delivery contract was a
volatile basis, even for par grade animals located at delivery points. The
VOlatilityof the basis was a major factor in the Jack of commercial interest
in delivery contracts because of the amount of hedging risk associated with
a volatile basis. Cash sertlement was introduced with the September 1986
contract as a means 10 reduce the amount of variation in the basis (Kilcollin,
1985; CME, 1985; and Cattle-Fax, 1985). I Basis variation was expected to
decrease due to the elimination of problems associated with the delivery of
animals, and because cash settlement was supposed to force the futures price
to equal the final cash settlement price (Paul, 1987; CME, 1985; and
Cattle-Fax, ]985).
Before the change to cash settlement, research indicated that a more

stable basis would be achieved with the adoption of cash settlement futures.
Studies by Elam and Thompson (1987) and by Elam (1988) found that
hedging risk could be reduced for Arkansas feeder cattle. Schroeder and
Mintert (1988) concluded that hedging risk could be reduced at four
locations in the U.S. by switching to cash settlement. According to Paul
(1987), the behavior of feeder cattle prices since the adoption of cash
settlement (with the September 1986 contract) supports the proposition that
the basis has become less volatile. The only results that do not show basis
risk decreasing with cash settlement are for Virginia steers (Kenyon, 1988).
The problem that feeder carne producers face in hedging is that they often

need to hedge Off-weight steers and heifers, and no futures contract exists
for these animals. Typically, off-weight steers and heifers are hedged on
aone- to-one basis (i.e. one pound of futures to hedge one pound of expected
production). This is referred 10 in this paper as a traditional hedge. Many
of the basis tables for use in hedging feeder cattle are constructed with the
traditional hedger in mind. The basis tables are for cattle in Ihe 6004800
pound range (e.g, Texas A&M University (Davis, et.al., 1989), and Okla-
homa Stale University (Ikerd, undated)). But when the cattle producer
needs to hedge off-weight cattle, these basis tables are not really what he
needs because the use of the hedge ratio changes the basis relationship.
Anderson and Danthine (1981) theorized that when dealing in a good for

which no futures contract exists, a cross hedge may be appropriate. A cross
hedge is the use of the futures market to fix a price for a commodity for which
no futures contract exists. Anderson and Danthine developed the idea of the
hedge ratio, which is important in cross hedging because the units ofthe cash
commodity may not be the same as the units of the futures. Cross hedging
calls for the use of a hedge ratio to reduce hedging risk.

Several applications of cross hedging have been reponed (e.g., feeder
pigs cross hedged with hog and corn futures (Hieronymus (1977, pp.
216-17), and Miller (1982)); wheat mids cross hedged with corn, oats,
Wheat, and soybean meal futures (Miller (1985)); rice bran cross hedged
with com futures (Elam, Miller, Holder (1986)); wholesale beef prices cross
hedged with live cattle futures (Hayenga and DiPietre (1982), and Miller
and Luke (1982))). To effectively cross hedge off-weight feeder cattle, a
hedge ratio must be estimated to allow for differences in movement of cash
and futures prices. Hedge ratios have been estimated for feeder cattle in
various weight ranges (Elam, 1988; and Schroeder and Mintert, 1988).

EXAMPLE OF A TRADITIONAL HEDGE FOR 600-800 POUND
FEEDER STEERS

Hedging is a process by which the feeder cattle producer can transfer
price risk to a speculator in the futures market. However, the hedger
assumes basis risk in the process. The basis is equal to the difference
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between the cash price and the futures price (basis» cash-futures). If it is
assumed that the basis is constant, the net price from hedging a commodity
will equal the price the hedger expected to receive at the time the hedge was
initiated. However, the basis is not constant. The actual basis (at the time
the hedge is lifted) can be larger than the expected basis (predicted for the
time when the hedge is lifted), or it can be smaller than the expected basis.
Because of the possibility that the actual basis can be different from the
expected basis, there is risk involved in hedging. The greater the variation
of the expected basis about the actual basis, the greater the risk. This
defini tion of hedging risk has been used inpractical applications (Hieronymus,
1977, p. 208); and Chicago Board of Trade, 1978), and academic studies of
hedging (Miller, 1985; Elam, Miller and Holder, 1986; and Elam, 1988).

An example is shown in Table 1 for a cross hedge for 600-800 pound
steers to be sold in October. It is assumed that the hedge is placed in April.
Because the producer anticipates selling the cattle in October, the hedge
should be placed in the October feeder cattle futures contract. The October
contract is sold at $78.70 with an expected basis of -$2.00. (Note that all
prices throughout the paper are in dollars per hundredweight.) The
producer's target price is $76.70 at the time the hedge is placed in April. The
target price is calculated by adding the expected basis to the price at which
the futures contract is sold ($78.70+(-$2.00)).

Table 1. Example of Hedging 600-800 Pound Feeder Steers.

Date Cash Feeder Cattle Futures Basis

April Target Price
= $76.70

Sell 1 lb. October
Feeder Cattle Futures
at 578.70

Expected - $2.00

October Cash Sale
Price = $71.25

Buy 1 lb. October Feeder
Cattle Futures
at 573.50

Actual - $2.25

Gain + $5.20 $0.25 Decline

Cash Sale Price ($71.25) + Futures Gain ($5.20) = Net Price ($76.45)

Between April and October, feeder cattle prices in the cash market
decline. In October, the cattle are sold atthe producer's local cash market
at $71.25, and the October feeder cattle futures contract is offset at $73.50
for a gain of S5.20 ($78.70-$73.50). The producer's actual basis is -$2.25
which is 50.25 less [han was expected. The net price the producer received
for the hedged cattle is $76.45. The net price is the sum of the price received
from the sale ofthe cattle in the cash market plus the gain (or minus the loss)
in the futures market ($71.25+$5.20).
The difference between the target price and the net price is $0.25, which

is the amount' the actual basis differs from the expected basis. This $0.25
difference between the net price and the target price represents hedging risk.
The net price will always differ from the target price by the amount that the
actual basis differs from the expected basis. The risk a hedger faces is the
chance that he will receive a net price that is different from the target price.
Hedging risk for a traditional hedge is mathematically shown in Elam and
Davis (1990).
A hedge does not completely erase risk from the producer's consider-

ations. The producer simply changes the area in which he is taking a risk.
When the producer owns unhedged feeder cattle, he is speculating on the
price level of his cattle in the cash market. In the example shown in Table
1, the producer would have received $71.25 if he had not hedged the cattle,
which is S5.20 less than the net price from hedging. When the producer
decides to hedge, he accepts hedging risk as a problem to be tolerated (rather

than price level risk). In the example in Table l, hedging risk is represented
by the difference between the net and target prices (50.25). Because price
relationships are historically marc predictable than price levels, it should be
less risky for the producer to predict his local basis, than to speculate on the
actual level of prices in the cash market.

ESTIMATED HEDGING RISK FOR 600-800
POUND FEEDER STEERS

In estimating hedging risk forTexas Panhandle feeder cattle, three series
of prices were used. Average cash prices of feeder cattle were collected for
the Amarillo Livestock Auction for the period January 1977 to December
1985 (Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA, LS-214 forms). The prices
from the Amarillo auction were broken down by weight and by sex. The
weights were in 100 pound intervals from 300-800 pounds for both steers
and heifers, and in a 200 pound interval from SOD-WOO pounds for steers.
The Amarillo auction prices are representative of feeder cattle prices in the
Texas Panhandle.
Cash settlement futures prices were collected from the Wall Street

Journal for the day of the Amarillo auction (usually Monday or Tuesday),
and the U.S. Feeder Steer Price (USFSP) was obtained from the CME and
Cattle-Fax. The USFSP is the weighted average steer price used to cash
settle feeder cattle futures (see footnote 1). The USFSP was used as a proxy
for cash settlement feeder cattle futures prices that were not available prior
to trading of the September 1986 contract. The justification for this is the
fact that cash settlement futures prices will approximately equal the USFSP
when the contract expires {Elam, 'J 988; and Schroeder and Mintert, 1988).
Since a feeder cattle futures contract does not exist for February, June,

July, and December, a different procedure had to be used to develop a proxy
for the cash settlement futures price for these months. An approximate price
was derived by taking the average difference between the average USFSP
for each of the months for which there was no contract and the average
USFSP for the next contract month, and then subtracting this difference
from the USFSP for the month for which there was not a contract. For
example, the proxy for the cash settlement futures price for February 1981
was derived by subtracting -$2.44 (the average difference between the
February and March USFSP's) from the February USFSP to obtain an
approximate February price for the March 1981 cash settlement futures
contract (that is, February 1981 price for the March 1981 cash settlement
feeder cattle futures contract =February USFSP- (.2.44)). Proxies for cash
settlement futures prices were used until September 1986 when the cash
settlement futures price was available.
Table 2 shows the basis information for 600-700 and 700-800 pound

feeder steers from 1977-88. The average basis, the high (most positive)
basis, the low (most negative) basis, and the standard deviation of the basis
are shown in Table 2. (The variance is the average of the squared deviations
from the mean; and the standard deviation is the square root of the variance
(Alder and Roessler (1975, p. 48).) The average basis tends to be positive
in almost every month for both 600-700 and 700·800 pound steers. The
highest average basis is for 600-700 pound March feeder steers, where the
average basis is $2.27 {i.e., March cash price is $2.27 over the March futures
contract price). The lowest average basis is for 700-800 pound June feeder
steers, where the average basis is -$2.90.
The greatest range in the nearby basis for one month is for 600· 700 pound

June feeder steers, where the basis ranged from -$5.28 to +$5.43. The wide
variation in the June basis is partly due to the fact that the nearby futures
contract is August, which is two months away.
The greatest amount of hedging risk as measured by the standard

deviation of the basis is for 600-700 pound June steers. The standard
deviation of the June basis is $2.02. As was shown in the example in the
previous section, the difference between the actual and the expected basis

lin cash settlement, all contracts remaining open at contract expiration are settled in cash
based on the final seulemem price, rather than by physical delivery of steers. The final seulement
price is a weighted average of actual cash market prices for 600-800 pound steers that are
expected to grade 60-80% Choice at slaughter. The final settlement price is known as tile U.S.
Feeder Steer Price(USFSP), and is calculated by the market information crganizauon Cattle-Fax.
The USF$P is derived using auction and direct sales prices from 27 states. The procedure used
to calculate the USFSP is explained by the CME (1985).



prices and futures prices. According to the regression relationship in Figure
1, each $1.20 change in 400-500 pound steer prices is associated with a S1
change in futures prices. If the hedge is pound for pound, the change in the
valueofthecash position will be 1.2rimes as great as rhechange in the value
of the futures position. Ideally when hedging, the value of the futures
position should change dollar for dollar with the value of thecash posi rion.
When hedging 400-500 pound steers, Ihisrequires a larger futures position
to make the change in the values of the cash and futures positions equal.
The particular size of the futures posinon can be determined froIn a

regression of cash on futures prices.
(1) C,=a+bFt._+e,
where "a" and "b" are estimated i~tercept and slope coefficients, respectively,
and et is the estimated random error term. The estimated slope coefficient
from the regression is the hedge ratio, which is the number of pounds of
futures needed [0 hedge one pound of cash feeder cattle.
An example is shown in Table 3 for a cross hedge for 400-500 pound

steers 10 be sold in November at Amarillo. lt is assumed that the hedge is
placed inApril. The hedge ratio for November 400-500 pound steers is 1.2~
which indicates that 1.2 pounds of November futures should be sold for each
1 pound of expected production of November steers (hedge ratios are
reported in Table 4). The target price for the hedge is S90.17. The target
price is calculated by adding the average November generalized basis for
400-500 pound Amarillo steers (Table 5) to the sum of 1.2 multipl ied by the
April price of the November feeder cattle futures contract
(-$3.43+1.2($78.00)). The generalized basis of -53.43 represents the
average difference in value of 100 pounds of 400-500 pound steers at
Amarillo during November and 120 pounds of feeder cattle futures at the
same time.
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High aas is 3.38 I. 'SJ 2.99 2.36 I.Btl 0.93 0.68 2.13 1.22 2. J7 3.13 1.94
to' [1.'l>is -3.0'1 -5. t q -2.36 -3.39 -4.21 -6.b5 -4.90 -5.32 -4.01 -4.07 -4.2B -4.67

1.43 t , 5S I.35 l. 40 1.44 I.60 I.21 1.44 1. 40 I.IJ 10M I.52

fl.! " " ; s the standard dey i a t HIll ,I the eas is,

is equal \0 the difference between the net price and the target price.
Therefore, the standard deviation of the basis is a measure of hedging risk.
Assuming a normal distribution for the basis, the net price received from
hedging 600-700 pound June steers will differ from the target price by no
more than $2.02 two-thirds of the time, and by no more than $4.04 (two
standard deviations) ninety-five percent of the time.

The least amount of hedging risk is for 600-700 pound October steers
where the standard deviation of the basis is $0.96. This number is
interpreted in the same manner as in the explanation above.

CROSS HEDGING FEEDER CATfLE
Many times cattle producers may wish to hedge lighter or heavier weight

steers or heifers. In Ibis case, a cross hedge should be used. The example
in Table 1 illustrates a hedge of 600-800 pound steers and assumes a
one-to-one relationship between the pounds of expected production and the
pounds of feeder cattle futures sold as a hedge. But when a cross hedge is
used, a one-to-one relationship may not be the optimum risk minimizing
position. This is due to the fact that the prices of feeder cattle of different
weight ranges and sex do not move in the same dollar amount. For example,
the relationship between the price of 400-500 pound steers at Amari1Jo
during November and the price of November feeder cattle futures (which
reflect the price of 600-800 pound steers) is shown in Figure 1. The slope
of a regression line fitted to the two series of prices for the years 1977-88 is
1.2. The slope coefficient indicates that each $1 change in the price of feeder
cattle futures is associated on average with a $1..20 change in the price of
400-500 pound steers.

If a cattle producer hedges 1 pound of expected production of 400-500
pound steers with 1 pound of feeder cattle futures, he will be partially
hedged because of the difference in the variability of 400-500 pound steer

P- -3.43 + 1.2F
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Figure 1. November Cash Price of 400·500 Pound Steers at Amarillo
vs. November Feeder Cattle Futures Price. 1977·88
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Apri 1 1arget Price ::
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:: ,qO.!7

Sell 1.2 lbs , ncveeber
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at .;8.00

NO'll!lIber Casn Sale
Pr it e > .83.50

Buy 1.2 lbs , NO'lelber Actual - $5.30
Feeder C;otUe Futures
at S74,OO

6i1in 1.2("4,001
i~.80

il.97 Declhe

Cash Sille Price ($83.50) t Futures G.iin If.4,SO) :: Net Price H83.3~t
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Determining the target price is similar for cross hedging 400-500 pound
steers compared (0 hedging 600-800 pound steers. The difference is that in
a traditional hedge the basis (C,-F) is added 10the futures price, whereas in
a cross hedge the generalized basis (C,-bF,) is added to the sum of the hedge
ratio (b) multiplied by the futures price.
Because 1.2 pounds of feeder cattle futures are required to hedge 1.0

pound of 400-500 pound steers, the sale of one 44,000 pound feeder cattle
futures contract will hedge approximately 81 head of November steers. If
the producer anticipates selling 400 head of 400-500 pound steers in
November, he would need to sell 216,000 pounds (1.2 x 450 pounds x 400

head) of November futures. This is approximately five feeder cattle futures
contracts.
During April, 1.2 pounds of November feeder cattle futures are sold for

each pound of expected production of November steers. The April selling
price of the November futures contract is $78.00. Between April and
November, cash and futures prices decline. The 400-500 pound steers are
sold during November for $83.50, and at the same time, the futures position
is offset at $74.00. The gain on the futures position is $4.80 per hundred-
weight of cash feeder cattle (1.2($78.00-$74.00). The net price the
producer receives for the hedged cattle is $88.30. The net price for a cross

Table4. Hedge ratios for Amarillo Feeder Cattle, 1977-88.

Jon feu Marc h April May June ,lu J y Aug S,pl Dc t Nov Dec

Ipounds I
Steers:
300-400 Ibs , 1.22 I.37 1.53 1.59 1.70 1. 71 1..1 1.~5 1. 40 1. 48 1.31 1. 33
4(1)-500 Ibs. 1.11 1.24 1 ..33 1.38 1.39 1. 45 1.39 I.21 I.24 1. 25 1,20 1.20
5:)(:-600 los. 1. 03 1.13 I. 14 1.15 1.19 l.21 1.20 J.Q8 1. 12 1. 08 1.05 1. 07
,01)-701) los. 0.98 I. (13 1.05 1.04 I.01 1.05 1.08 UI 1. 1)2 l.02 0.98 0,19
70(1-800 105. 0.95 0.96 I.00 0.97 0.97 0,98 1.00 0.98 0.96 0.96 i), ~'4 0,91
800-10(10 lbs . 0.74 0.82 0.89 0.89 0.90 0.98 1.08 0,83 0.B3 0.B6 0.81 0,77

Heifers:
300-400 los. 1. j 2 l. 24 1.36 1. 39 I.48 1.54 1.46 1. 34 l.36 1.34 1.20 1.22
40(1-500 los, 1.06 1.13 1.18 I.23 1.26 1.26 1. 27 1.13 1.16 1.16 l.ll8 1,11
5(1)-600 los. 0.99 l. 02 1.03 1.06 1.08 1.10 1.10 1.(14 I.05 1.05 1.04 1,05
601)-700 lbs. 0,97 l\,95 0.96 0.96 1.<10 1.01 1.03 (,.99 0,97 0.98 0,91 0,97
700-900 los. 0.83 0.,8 0.91 0.65 0.91 I.34 1.12 0.95 tU6 0.98 0.95 0.95

Not" The hedge ratio Ib-ve lue Ir cn ea. III in text I is the nll~~er of pounds of feeder cattle futures r~quired to hedge
OnE DOIJnd 0 f cash feeder cattie.

Table 5. Generalized Basis for Amarillo Feeder Callie, 1977-88.

Jar. t en ~;or(h April I':ay June JuJ ~. Aug Sept 0, I tiDY Dec

{dollars per hundredlrleigtltJ
St eer s:
3(tCi-400 1'5. -2.81 ~13.30 -18, I 1 -19.83 -26.16 -2B.92 -21.83 -13.01 -11.32 -17,26 -6,00 -I (i. 41
40(.'-500 ibs, -0.24 -;.61 -11.27 -12,31 -11.68 -19.36 -16.17 -1.53 -7,22 -7.39 -.3.43 -6.91
S(if)-6(1(1 i bs , 2,01 -,,12 -3.91 -J. 64 -6.19 -10.40 -9.29 -1.60 -4.33 -1.53 0.89 -1.81
6(:(1-;00 los. 2.99 -I. i7 -0.83 -0.71 -1.67 -4.60 -5.37 -1. 04 -0.65 -0.58 2.47 1. .34
7(/(I-8(tO J bs • 3,;9 1.03 1.12 2,28 0.82 -1. 46 -1.44 l.Q6 2.17 1. 87 3.54 5.36
8(10-10(10 los. 15.34 8.80 b. -57 5.15 3.42 -3,35 -6.79 8.50 8.55 6,47 9.75 12,.:.2

Helfers:
30(1-400 l bs. -B.7'5 17,75 -20.89 -20.50 -21.65 -31.52 -27.91 -19.07 -21.28 -20.83 -12.87 -16.11
40(1-500 los. -7,01 -1!.17 -12.66 -II. I1 -lb.04 -18.94 -19,55 -10.12 -12.35 -13.13 -7.53 -11.22
500-6(1(1 los. -3.78 -7,12 -5.15 -6.34 -8.99 -12.36 -11.85 -6.61 -8,21 -8.80 -7.41 -8,64
.)1)(;-;(10 los. -2.68 -j,19 -1.62 -1.53 -5.12 -9.14 -8.24 -4.1j -3.6S -4.61 -3.91 -4.0B
;(1(1-BOI) los. 5,43 0,86 Lll -4.47 -2.38 -29.66 -14.31 -2.71 -3.96 -5,63 -4,25 -4.09

Note: The generalized basls is G'C-f, l'ihich is Ih' a- ...alue froll eq, III in Ihe I" t.
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hedge is calculated in the same way as it is for a 600-800 pound steer hedge
when be l.. That is, the net price is the sum of the cash sales price for the cattle
plus the return from the futures market ($83.50+$4.80=$88.30).
The difference between the net and target prices is -$1.87, which is the

same as the difference between the actual November generalized basis and
the expected generalized basis (-$5.30-(-$3.43)). This difference repre-
sents hedging risk.just as the difference between the net price and the target
price represents hedging risk when b= 1. Although the mechanics of a cross
hedge and a hedge are somewhat different, the concept is basically the same
for both. A detailed explanation and mathematical representation of cross
hedging is provided in Elarn and Davis (1990).
Hedging risk for cross hedges is reported in Tables 6 (steers) and 7

(heifers). The standard deviation of the net price about the target price is one

measure of hedging risk. Also included in Tables 6 and 7 are ranges for net
minus target prices. The range gives the largest negative and positive
amounts that the net price has missed the target price for the years 1977-88.
As measured by the standard deviation, hedging risk is greatest for 300-400
pound steers sold in May, where the standard deviation of net minus target
prices is $5.28. Assuming a normal distribution for net minus target prices,
there is approximately a 68% chance thai the net price will be within $5.28
per hundredweight (either positive or negative) of the target price. The
range in the net price about the target price for May 300-400 pound steer
hedges is from -$10.7410$8.98. This indicates that over the period 1977-88
the net price was as much as $10.74 below the target price and as much as
58.98 above the target price.

Table 6. Hedge Risk for Amarillo Feeder Steers, 1977-88.

Weight (pounds) 300-400 400-500 500-600 600-700 700-800 800-JOOO

(dollars per hundredweight)
c1 an

s 3/ '.10 2,43 1. 50 1.00 1.30 1. 40Range 2! -B.35 Io 1:',54 -5.47 to 6,56 -4.51 to 3.76 -4.64 to 1.57 -3.05 10 2.72 -2.6/ 10 2.42Feb
5.1 ~ 3.59 2.15 1. 16 I.H 1. 43Range -9.-94 to i 77 -$,56 to 7.69 -4.11 to 6.21 -I. 91 to - " -';',17 to 3.05 -3.13 to 2.91.1. L.,)

,")u t h
s 4, B,'; 3.04 I. 64 1. Jl 1.35 ! .60Rang€' -7,62 to 1.68 -5.45 to 5.45 -J.23 to 3.16 -J.42 10 2.51 -J .11 to 1.09 -3.84 to .3,27April

1.36 1.76
s 4.71 3.63 2.J9 1.31Range -9.98 to i.52 -5.17 to UJ -2.83 to 6.29 -1.74 to 3.63 -J. OJ to 1.80 -3.5J to 3.06M,.y

1.~2 1.1J
5 5.29 3.48 l.n 1.513
Range - j i), 74 to 8.98 -8.40 to 5.51 -5.21 to 5.72 -~. 07 to 4.59 -3. 09 to .l.19 -4,99 to 4,(/5

June

5. II 4.39 2.89 1. 96 1.b0 1. 62F:ange -7.12 t.o 1:.08 -6.79 to 8.86 -5.15 to 7.82 -4.74 to 6.25 -.3.4S to 3.94 -4.15 tc: 2.52,'uly

1. 24 1. 23
s 5,1/ 4,15 2.34 1.52
R<lng€' -9,-91 to \1).4.S -b.19 to 11. 18 -3,42 to 6,02 -.3.02 to 4 • .)2 -; .. 17 to 2.38 -4.0'1 to I .49Al!g

1.44 1.79
5 -' ~ 1 3.10 1.77 .91~....~
i;;'~ng€' -9.12 to 8. ,38 -7.40 to 9.19 -3.51 to 6.2b -2.64 to i.s: -S.Ol to 2.31 -5,24 to 2.90S>?pt

4 . 3~ 3.68 1. 95 1,05 1.32 r. 89R~ilge -9.57 to .1 ••~,8 -6.21 to 9 ..35 -2.82 to 5.2b -1.06 to 2.09 -1.79 to 1. II) -.3,29 to' ,3,04Oc t
4.1·'2, 2,4J 1.b4 .95 t .1).3 1.61RarJ9f -I (j, 48 L 9,35 -5,5J to 5.11 -3.57 to 3.78 -3.37 te 2.59 -.).00 to 2.7b -2.57 to 3,93
Ie

Nov
s 4, :.7 3,47 2.03 1. 38 l.53 l.92Range -8 ..39 to 10.26 -1,22 to 7.89 -3.18 to 4.04 -3.1)6 to 2.55 -3. I) to .3.40 -4.99 to 3.30Dec
s 5.?1 2.95 I. 91 1.09 1.20 1. 48Range -9,52 to 11.\.22 -5.16 to 5.22 -3.62 to 4.40 -2.19 to 1.9.3 -2.35 to 2.31 -4.85 to 1.88

a/ "5'1 is the standard deviation of the net price from the target price. " .
b/ Range is the greatest negative and the greatest positive amount that the net pnce has missed the target pnce.
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Table 7. Hedge Risk for Amarillo Feeder Steers, 1977-88.

Weight (pounds) 300-400 400-500 500-600 600-700 700-800

(dcl Lar s per hundrE'dll!eightl
Jan
s 1.1 3, l(l ~.2(1 1.,1 1. 23 1.61
r.t3oge .tf -~., I 10 7.94 -U9 to 4.62 -2.57 to 3.11 -U7 to 3.41 -5.43 to 3.21

F~b
s 4 ,Il~, 3.47 2.07 I.B3 l.60
R.:.noE -;::.;ji ;u 7.28 -5.55 to 6.78 -.1.75 to 4.3( -4. JJ to U7 -.3.5S to 3.62

I':arch
5 ~. 02 2.66 1.68 I.n 1.51
R'"9' -7.62 tu 9.b7 -5.59 to 4.43 -4,35 to 3.65 -3.94 to 2.63 -4.42 to 2.62April
s 4,31 3.24 I.64 1.05 I. 07
R.;nge -7.71 to b.67 -b.08 to 7.12 -3.53 to 3.78 -2.10 to 2.69 -I. 81 to 1.80,.

"ay
s 4.40 3.18 1.81 1.11 I. )(1
Range -.5,I\S 10 6.79 -6.98 to 6.88 -U1 to 2.89 -2.07 to 2.12 -2.50 to 2.34

June
s 6.91 4.06 2.22 2.1 i) I.64
R-iqqe -II .,.1 to i3.22 -7.32 to 9,54 <.48 to 5.47 -2.83 10 5.46 -2, .35 to 3.62JuJt
5 ".92 3.46 2.17 l.37 I.43
Range -12 .. j i to 10.70 -8.12 to 5.81 -·3,5.3 to 5.09 -2. ~9 to 3.71 -4.(1 I to 2.82

Aug
s ).n 2.80 1.59 1. 28 1.80
Range ~ 7.3,4 to 10.50 -4.61 to B. 32 -2.58 to 3.1).3 -.3.40 to .5, [9 -6.37 to 1,61

Sept
s 4.44 3,2.3 1. 90 I.40 I.5~
F:-3lJge -3, ~~ Io 8 ..)1} -5, .33 to 4.93 -3.47 to 3.95 -2.80 to .3. f}-3 -.3.99 to 2.39

Be t
.'·.62 2.70 1. 75 1.32 1.52Range -3,4,' to 5.85 -,,46 to 5 ..38 -4.i)6 to 3.58 -2.66 1.0 3.17 -).21 to ~ (;"'J.). o o

'1'av
5 LVI 2.83 1.88 1.35 J. 51Range - 7, :.,' 10 6.-55 o '0 to 4.1 i -3.8~ to 3.3'1 -2.94 to 2.56 -2.60 to }.25-J.J-J

Dec
s 4. 25 ,.15 2.23 1.49 I. 64
Ran9~ -7 ~ l' to S,1)5 -5.94 to 7.03 -4.31 to 5.48 -4.13 to J.l5 -4. iI to 2.99

aJ "s" is the standard deviation of the net price from the target price.
b/ Range is the greatest negative and the greatest positive amount that the net price has missed the
target price.

The least amount of hedging risk is for 600-700 pound steers sold in
August (Table 6). The standard deviation of the net price from the target
price is $0.91, which indicated a 68% chance that the actual net price
received will be within $0.91 per hundredweight of the target price.
Hedging risk tends to be lowest for steers weighing 600-800 pounds. This
was expected because the USFSP, which is used to cash settle the feeder
cattle futures contract, is based on 600~800 pound steer prices.

reducing position when hedging off-weight steers and heifers. In these
situations, a cross hedge should be used instead of the traditional hedge.
The results of this study were as expected. Hedge ratios were found to

be approximately 1.0 for feeder cattle in the 600-800 pound range. The
results also show that hedge ratios tend to be higher for lighter weight cattle
and lower for heavier weight cattle.
Hedging risk was found to be lowest for 600-800pound steers, where the

standard deviations of net minus target prices ranged from $0.91 to $1.98.
The least amount of hedging risk was for 600-700 pound feeder steers to
be sold in August (standard deviation of $0.91). The greatest amount of
hedging risk was for 300-400 pound steers and heifers, where the standard

CONCLUSIONS
The traditional manner in which feeder cattle are hedged ison a one-to-one

basis. As we have seen, this method of hedging is not the optimal risk

7
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deviations of net minus target prices ranged from $3.10 to $6.91. The
standard deviation of $6.91 was for 300-400 pound heifers to be sold in
June. Overall, hedging risk tended to be greater for cattle with weights that
were outside the 600~800 pound range, which shows the need for using
hedge ratios when cross hedging off-weight feeder cattle.
While this study used information from the Amarillo Livestock Auction

and applies to the Texas Panhandle, the procedures used are applicable to
other markets. There would be differences, however, in the magnitude of
the hedge ratios and the actual amount of hedging risk in other markets
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